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TAGS: PFOR, UK, CZ 

SUBJECT: STATUS OF BRITISH DEMARCHE TO CZECHS ON POLITI 
CAL PRISONERS 

REF: USNATO 4758 

1. DURING OCTOBER 2 CALL ON FCO EASTERN EUROPEAN AND 
SOVIET DEPARTMENT HEAD, BRIAN CARTLEDGE, EMBOFF INQUIRED 
REGARDING STATUS OF LIST OF CZECHOSLOVAK POLITICAL PRIS- 
ONERS WHICH PRIME MINISTER WILSON HAD PROPOSED TO SEND TO 
PRESIDENT HUSAK WHEN TWO MET IN HELSINKI (REFTEL PARA 9). 

2. CARTLEDGE SAID BRITISH HAD DECIDED TO TRANSMIT LIST 
THROUGH PARTY RATHER THAN GOVERNMENTAL CHANNELS. THEY 
HAD HOPED TO USE OCCASION OF FORTHCOMING VISIT BY DEPUTY 
FOREIGN MINISTER SPACIL (PRAGUE 2421 NOTAL) FOR PRESENTA- 
TION OF LIST, BUT ABSENCE FROM LONDON OF LABOR PARTY "CHO- 
SEN VESSEL" DURING SPACIL'S VISIT WOULD MEAN THAT ANOTHER 
OCCASION, PERHAPS THE VISIT OF A LABOR PARTY OFFICIAL TO 
PRAGUE, WOULD BE SOUGHT. (CARTLEDGE DID NOT FURTHER IDEN- 
TIFY "CHOSEN VESSEL," WHO WE SUSPECT MAY BE IAN MIKARDO, 
ONE OF LEADING LIGHTS IN LABOR PARTY'S LEFT WINO 
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AND HEAD OF PARTY'S INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE.) 
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3. WHEN CARTLEDGE OBSERVED THAT SPACIL WAS, TO A GREAT 
EXTENT, AN UNKNOWN QUANTITY TO BRITISH, EMBOFF NOTED THAT 
WE HAD FOUND SPACIL, WHEN LATTER WAS CZECHOSLOVAK AMBASSA- 
DOR IN WASHINGTON, TO BE AN ABLE, CIVILIZED, AND RELATIVE- 
LY PLEASANT NEGOTIATING PARTNER. 
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